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SMU-Yonsei to start joint law programme 
By GRACE LEONG 
gleong@sph .com .sg 

. THE Singapore Manage­
ment University (SMU) has 
partnered South Korea's 
Yonsei University Law 
School to set up a dua'l Juris 
Doctor (JD) programme to 
develop more lawyers with 
expertise in the legal sys­
tems of both countries. 

The joint programme, 
which was made possible 
by a memorandum of un­
derstanding signed last 
month by the deans of SMU 
School of Law and Yonsei 

University Law School, al­
lows a JD student fr0m one 
university, with two years 
of study in the partrier uni­
versity, to obtain a seco'nd 
JD degree from the latter. 

"This exposure will give 
them a compe.titive advan-. 
tage that ~ill stand them in 
good stead when they pur­
sue careers with Korean 
MNCs in Singa.pore and 
finns with a strong pres­
ence in the Korean mar­
ket," said Yeo Tiong Min, 
dean ofSMU School of Law. 
ProfYeo is also Singapore's 

first Honorary Senior Coun­
sel and a Yong Pung How 
Professor of Law. 

Under the programme, 
SMU's JD students must 
have completed at least two 
academic years of study in 
Singapore and meet the 
minimum Grade Point 
Average before they may 
be transferred to Yonsei's 
JD programme with full 
recognition of their credits 
earned at the SMU. School 
of Law. SMU's JD students 
will take 19 credit units in 
Singapore and 60 credit 
units in Korea. 
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An SMU student who 
completes two years of 
study in Singapore and t~o 
years at Yonsei University 
will receive a JD degree 
from each institution. The 
same applies for the JD 
student from Yonsei Univer­
sity. 

Launched in 2009, 
SMU's three-year full-time 
JD programme graduated 
its first batch of students in 
2011. To date, the SMU 
.School of Law. has estab-
lished partnerships with 31 
universities worldwide. 


