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Translation:

Apart from the law graduates, SMU also sees the graduation of its first batch of Juris Doctor, mid-career professionals who are making a
switch to legal practice. The three-year programme draws those already with a bachelor’s degree and interested to become lawyers in
Singapore. The pioneer batch has 26 students, of which 18 have completed it in two years and graduated over the weekend. Mr Pritam
Singh, Member of Parliament for Aljunied GRC, is among the Juris Doctor graduates. He has a honours degree in history from NUS and
a master’s in war studies from King’s College London. After graduation, he was a researcher at the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies.
Pritam said that he has always been interested in law but his A level results did not get him a place at NUS law school. He seized the
opportunity when SMU launched its Juris Doctor programme. He also clarified that it was after enrolling in Juris Doctor that he decided to
enter politics, and the two are not connected in any way. He said that he completed the programme in two years and had to sacrifice all
the holidays. In retrospect, he did not know how he managed to juggle studies with meetings and work connected with Worker’s Party.
Next year, he will serve his training contract with Rajah & Tann LLP, but he has yet to decide which area of law he will be involved in. On
how legal practice will complement his duties as an MP, Pritam said that his Parliament and grassroots work will enable him, as a lawyer,
to consider the realities of society. Being in contact with people from all sectors of society will help him in his soft skills. Another Juris
Doctor graduate is Hilary Ann Tseng Li Ping who has a degree in economics. She has always been interested in law but watching the
fast pace and busy lifestyle of her corporate lawyer mother, she was not able to decide if law was her calling. However, during her under-
graduate studies, she enjoyed her law modules and therefore, decided to enroll in Juris Doctor right upon graduation and finish it in two
years. Hilary said that she is already lagging behind by two years compared to her peers and therefore, saving one year off the course is
very valuable. The Juris Doctor programme is popular, increasing in its enrolment from 28 last year to 35 this year. Applicants need to
have at least second upper in honours in any degree. The curriculum is similar to the undergraduate LLB programme, but without the
non-law components. The objective is to train graduates from other disciplines in law.
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